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On April 8, the Brazilian government lifted suspension of coffee export sales contracts, in effect for
the previous 15 days. Brazilian coffee exports prior to the suspension averaged 1.5 million 60-kg.
sacks per month. Government officials had argued that the suspension was necessary to provide
time to study marketing channels and prospects for reestablishing global export quotas under the
moribund International Coffee Organization (ICO). The quota system collapsed in July 1989, largely
due to Brazil's refusal to reduce its export quota. The next ICO annual meeting is scheduled for
September in London. (Basic data from EFE, 04/08/91)
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